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Sticky Knowledge 

Plastic can take over 400 years to decompose  

Asia emits the most plastic waste into the ocean. The UK emits more plastic than most of 

Europe. 

Manufacturers often use plastics instead of more expensive materials and in many car 

body parts, plastic replaces metal.  

Plastic was the most common material found as beach litter.  

The Tidal Revival app, launched in 2018. It allows people to record details on the plastic 

waste they have collected. These details can then be used to create a valuable data-

base to measure and monitor the scale of the problem. 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Sustainability taking care of the Earth so it stays 

healthy for a long time. 

Plastic  human-made material that can be 

formed into almost any shape. 

Biodegradable something can break down naturally 

in the environment.  

Carbon emis-

sions 

are gases that go into the air when 

people drive cars, use electricity, or 

make things in factories.  

Fossil fuel  are energy sources like coal, oil, and 

natural gas that come from plants 

and animals that died a long, long 

time ago. 

Durability  how strong and long-lasting some-

thing is. 

Skills 

I can explain what plastic waste is. 

I can investigate ways to reduce plastic waste in school.  

I can record, present and evaluate the collected data. 

Aspirations 

 Recycling workers  

Solar panel or wind turbine workers  

Scientists  

Park rangers  

Learning Links 

BBC Bitesize  

What is sustainability? - BBC Bitesize    

Linked Text/s 

 The schoolgirl who went on 

strike to save the planet  

  

  

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zpr3bqt#z8wtn9q

