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At Old Hall Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that all of our children have access to a
high quality, broad and balanced curriculum. We have therefore designed our curriculum with our
children at the very heart of it. The learning within all subjects is based upon the expectations of
either the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework or the National Curriculum. Our Old
Hall curriculum promotes learning, personal growth and development for all of our children and
embraces our core school values of being ready, respectful and safe. It includes not only the
formal requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework and the National
Curriculum, but also the enrichment opportunities and the range of extra-curricular activities that
the school organises in order to enrich the experiences of our children here at Old Hall. We aim to
teach children how to grow into positive, responsible individuals, who can work with and co-
operate with others whilst developing and deepening their knowledge and skills, so that they are
enabled to achieve their full potential as rounded citizens who uphold all British Values.

We have striven to make purposeful links across the curriculum to enable our children to deepen
their understanding of a topic and/or subject, and to enable them to apply their knowledge across
the whole curriculum as they learn to know more and remember more. At Old Hall, our children are
therefore encouraged to apply their skills in a variety of ways and in a range of different contexts.

This enquiry based approach to learning has been designed to enable all of our children to
engage purposefully in their lessons with a clear direction and focus and a commitment that our
children are deepening their learning at every opportunity.

English forms the basis of our topics, and our texts have been carefully selected to promote the
development of vocabulary and knowledge with strong PSHE links, as well as to foster a love of
learning. To support the acquisition of vocabulary and knowledge, we have combined learning
opportunities in the classroom with those that can take place outside, which may include
educational visits, Forest School and learning outside the classroom activities. These support the
commitment that we have here at Woodland to promote, develop and embed cultural capital
across the curriculum as a whole.

Whilst our curriculum here at Old Hall is very much designed to meet the needs of all of our
children, we also recognise that some children may need some additional support to access if,
and this is factored in to our planning and the delivery of lessons. Our curriculum is highly inclusive
and all groups of children are supported to access all areas successfully, this includes those children
who have a special educational need and/or disability or who are deemed to be disadvantaged
or vulnerable in any way.

We also recognise the valuable contributions that parents and carers can make in terms of the
education of their children, and embrace this by sharing the infended learning for our Old Hall
children through half termly newsletters, parent’s evenings and the school website. The input of our
parents and carers is also welcomed by our Early Years team, who use Tapestry as an online tool to
share the children’s development and achievements between home and school, and use this in
their assessments against the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework.

Below summairises the key information linked to the feaching of Geography at Old Hall.

We believe that through experiencing our Geography curriculum children will...

e develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both
terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human characteristics and how
these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

e understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features
of the world, how these are intferdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and
change over time

e are competentin the geographical skills needed to:

o collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through
experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical
processes




o interpret arange of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through
maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

Geography in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

Geography in the EYFS primarily surrounds the EYFS Early Learning Goals category of Understanding
the World. Children are expected to begin developing their understanding of the concepts of The
Natural World. They will:

o Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of
animals and plants.

. Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and
contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

. Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them,
including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Geography in Key Stage One (KS1)

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They
should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography
and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, fo enhance their locational
awareness.

Pupils should be taught to:

Locational knowledge

¢ name and locate the world's seven confinents and five oceans
e name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the
United Kingdom and its surrounding seas

Place knowledge

e understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a
confrasting non-European country

Human and physical geography

e identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot
and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
e use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
o key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean,
river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
o key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port,
harbor and shop

Geographical skills and fieldwork

e use world maps, aflases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well
as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage




e use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional
language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features
and routes on a map

e use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human
and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key

e use simple fieldwork and observational skills fo study the geography of their school and its
grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

Geography in Key Stage Two (KS2)

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area fo include the
United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and
characteristics of a range of the world's most significant human and physical features. They should
develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locationall
and place knowledge.

Pupils should be taught fo:

Locational knowledge

e |ocate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key
physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

¢ name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including
hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of
these aspects have changed over fime

e identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere,
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)

Place knowledge

e understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country,
and a region within North or South America

Human and physical geography

e describe and understand key aspects of:
e physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts,
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle

e human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity
including frade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food,
minerals and water

Geographical skills and fieldwork

e use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe
features studied

e use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United
Kingdom and the wider world

e use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and
digital fechnologies.




Topics and Progression

Our Geography curriculum has 4 key primary concepts that span our entire curriculum and 8
secondary concepts as detailed in the model below.
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Assessment in Geography

At Old Hall, summative judgements are made on a termly basis for all foundation subjects. These
are then inputted onto the school’s tracking system and are used by staff, subject Co-ordinators,
leaders and Governors to monitor progress against school improvement targets and objectives. This
also captures the overall picture of standards and progress in each subject across the school.

Formative assessment takes place within every lesson in line with the school’s feedback and
marking policy and guidance and Assessment For Learning (AFL).

The role of the Subject Co-Ordinator
The subject Co-Ordinator is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in
Geography through:
¢ monitoring and evaluating Geography
o evaluating pupil progress in partnership with senior leaders in Geography
e ensuring that curriculum coverage in Geography is as per infended plans
e ensuring that planning for Geography is appropriate and sequential and in line with the
school’s progression documents
e ensuring that feedback and marking in Geography is in line with whole school policy and
guidance
e ensuring that the Geography learning environment is of a high quality
e faking the lead in policy development
¢ auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD




purchasing and organising resources
keeping up to date with recent developments in Geography

This policy will be reviewed and update on an annual basis.




